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payment plans for international tuition fees?
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What is the Problem?
The University currently provides only two options for tuition fee payments: 

1. Upfront payment for the whole academic year, to be paid before the start of first semester
2. Two instalments to be paid upfront for each semester (50/50 model)

BChD Dental Surgery (2026) 
Home students: £9,750 per year
International students: £52,350 per
year

BEng Civil Engineering (2026) 
Home students: £9,750 per year
International students: £32,750 per
year

International students already pay a much higher tuition fee rate annually than home students.



Fees are also impacted by
international exchange rates
which change throughout the
year
Flywire 3% admin charge for
international bank cards 
Some students could be
charged an extra £1000+
annually
To obtain a UK bank account is
a lengthy and stressful process
Government soon will introduce
levy on international tuition fee
+ evey year increase of tuition
that align with inflation rate



The lack of flexible payment options puts
both emotional and financial pressure on
international students
Students have faced expulsion and even
deportation due to payment delays beyond
their control 
e.g. fleeing conflict, financial crises, death in
the family



What is my idea?

1.University of Leeds should consider offering more flexible payment
options for international students 

For example: 
Quarterly Installments
Monthly Instalments
Two payments during each semester (2 in Term 1, 2 in Term 2)

2.  The University must hold consultations with students to ascertain
what options would be the most beneficial 

Tuition fees will still be paid in full - but this willl hopefully reduce financial and mental
stress and increase student voice in the area of tuition fee repayments - opening up further
conversations about financial support 



Where this has worked at other Universities?
“Student-friendly” tuition fee payment plans at the University of Sunderland 
Commitment to more managable payment plans such as five-instalment plans for
eligible undergraduate and postgraduate students

Benefit?
Less students withdrawn/dropped out
from studies 
Significant decrease in student tuition
fee debt profiles
Students felt more in control of their
finances 
Ability to focus more on academics
with reduced stress



How this could work
logistically 

This is just one example!

If this idea passes we would
be asking LUU to lobby the
university to increase
flexibility and student voice
in the student tuition fee
process as a whole



Why is it important to vote YES?

Reduce financial pressure and stress on students

Better student wellbeing

Help students manage unexpected financial difficulties

Help students from different financial backgrounds access

education more fairly

Encourage a more supportive and adaptable approach to student

finances

Prevent unnecessary disruption to study caused by payment

timing
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